WEXFORD HARBOUR. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 14 May 1861 



COPY “ of any Minute made by the Treasury, and of any Correspon- 
deuce between the Treasury and Admiralty, or between the Treasury 
and other Persons, relative to the Impbovbmbnt of the Harbour of 
Wexford, since the Year 1858. 



Whitehall, Treasury Chambers,! 
29 May 1861 . J 



F. PEEL. 



The Secretary for Ireland to the Secretary to the Treasury . 

0. Irish Office, Whitehall, 1 August 1859. 

1 err to transmit to you, for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners 
rf H« MawTT«i™ a copy of a memorial received from the grand 
jurf of the county of Wexford, praying for 50,000 f. to the 

improvement of Wexford Harbour, as recommended by the late Board o 
Admiralty. . j am! &c . 

, , fsio-nedl Edward Cardwell. 

The Secretary to the Treasury . ' ° ' 



To his Excellency the Earl of Carlisle, k.g.,' Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

The Memorial of the Grand Jury of the County of Wexford, assembled at 
Summer Assizes 1859. 



Humbly showeth, • , interestec i j n the improvement of the 

That y™V m 7T^d S taeLrned with great satisfaction that the Lords 
Harbour of Wexford, and have le ^ ^ of 50 j 0 oo/. should he granted 

of the Admiralty have recom _ . 0 f the local resources, and that both 

in aid of a similar sum prov ^ hands of Commissioners appointed by the 
amounts should be pl<- improvements, which from the propin- 

Admiralty to carry out the i necessary P national benefit. 

quity of Wexford to Sonth fl® krnwn anxiety of your Lordship ' 

Your memorialists are satisfied i . — „(-■ tbis imm-ovement w 



be concur iw u. ~ — 

50,000 /. in aid of local resources v 
lency’s influence. 

And your memorialists, &c. 



For Self and Fellows 

(signed) Power, Bait. 



3 ° 9 - 



A 
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CORRESPONDENCE, kc. RELATING TO THE 



Memorial of the Wexford Harbour Commissioners. 



To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Wexford Harbour Commissioners. 

Humbly showeth, , , , , , 

That your memorialists, in common with the whole community, are deeply 
interested in the improvement of the port of Wexford. 

That except for the shallowness of the water at the entrance of the harbour, 
Wexford is pointed out by nature as the proper place of postal communication 
between the south of Ireland, South Wales, and the southern districts of England, 
inasmuch as it is the shortest route between both couniries, the distance from 
- land to land being only 45 miles, which can he traversed by a steamer in three 
hours. 

That an Act of Parliament was passed in the year 1846, to authorise amongst 
other things the Wexford Harbour Improvement Company to inclose, a large 
tract of mud land within the harbour ; to receive a certain portion of the ton- 
nage rates of the port, and to undertake to make a sailing channel from the 
town to the sea, of the depth of 1 1 feet at low water : 

That in 1851, the works above referred to for the improvement of the har- 
bour being executed onlv to a very limited extent, a local inquiry was held by 
order of the Lords of the Admiralty, when their Lordships recommended that 
the former Act should be repealed, and that the company should be limited to 
one object, viz. the. reclamation of the submerged lands ; that the said company 
should pay 20,000/. to Her Majesty’s Paymaster General, and in addition a 
certain annual conditional charge in liquidation of the obligations imposed on 
them in the first recited Act ; and suggesting that contemplated improvements 
at the. entrance of the harbour were of national importance, and ought to be 
executed at the national expense ; that the duty of improving the harbour of 
Wexford should be transferred to the Lords of the Admiralty, who were to 
appoint Commissioners for carrying the same into execution, and that certain 
tonnage rates should be transferred for the same purpose, to Her Majesty s 
Paymaster General from the income of the port, and which appropriated rates 
have been paid by the Harbour Commissioners into Her Majesty’s Exchequer. 

In conformity with the recommendation made by the Admiralty to Parlia- 
ment, the Wexford Harbour Embankment Company’s Act, 1852, was passed, 
embodying the above, and the improvement of the harbour devolved on the 
Admiralty Commissioners to be so appointed. , Txr . , 

In 1853, a sum of 5,000/., portion of 20,000/., was paid by tlie Wexford 
Harbour Embankment Company to Her Majesty’s Paymaster General, as pro- 
vided by the Act. ■ 

In 1854, a second sum of 5,000/. was also paid, and up to the year 185/ 
nothing was done towards the improvement of the harbour, although the 
entrances were in a most dangerous state. 

That several reports have been made to the Lords of the Admiralty, pointing 
out how a greatly increased depth of water could be obtained at the entrance 
of the harbour of Wexford, at a moderate expense, which reports have been 
submitted by their TLordships to Parliament. , . 

In the year 1858, a dredge boat was placed late in the season by the Admi- 
ralty at Wexford, but so imperfectly supplied with necessary conveniences that 
little work was done, and only a small temporary improvement effected, and 
there is little probability, with the present limited appliances, that the work 
contemplated, of 1 1 feet at low water from the quay to the. sea, can be accom- 
plished within any reasonable period. , , f 

That it is with sorrow' your memorialists have to refer to the recent losa or 
the “ Pomona” emigrant ship, on the Blackwater Bank, within a few mi es o 
the harbour of Wexford, when 424 human beings perished ; and, as give* 1 ^ 
evidence before the inquiry instituted on that subject by the Board oiiraoe 
most of them might have been saved had there been sufficient water on re ai 
of Wexford to allow the large steamers then in port to go out to her assist- 
ance, and which increased depth of water was provided for by the above-named 

Act ' Under 
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Under these circumstances your memorialists beg to call the attention of your 
Lordships to the present state of the harbour, the value of its improvements to 
the public generally, as well as to the immediate locality, and the saving of life 

and property. , , , , , , . , 

Leaving, therefore, the improvements under tiie Act re, erred to comple-eh 
under the control of the Admiralty, your memorialists indulge strong hopes 
that the depth of water shall be increased to 1 i feet, and other improvements 
made, as originally contemplated. 

Your memorialists therefore humbly pray that your Lordships will grant 
the sum of 50,000 1. in aid of a similar sum from local resources, 
to effect said improvements, as recommended by the Lords ot the 
Admiralty. 

And your memorialists, as in duty hound, will ever pray. 

(signed) John Richards, 

Secretary to the Wexford Harbour 
Ballast Office, Wexford, ' Commissioners. 

8 July 1859. — 




Mr. IF. G. Romaine to Mr. G. A. Hamilton. 

o- , Admiralty, 17 June 1859. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the admiralty to acquaint 
vou that their Lordships have had under consideration certain proposals with 
reference to^the improvement of the bar of Wexford Harbour, and of the 
channel leading to the quays of Wexford; and, having called upon Captain 
Veteh R E of the Harbour Department, for a report on the case (a copy of 
Iffich is enclosed for the information of the Lords of the Treasury, as well as a ^ 
Printed copy of a former report on the same subject), my Lords approve of the l3£ 

1 j i-.,, officer and recommend the application foi a grant ot p 

pubhc money in aM of the works proposed to the favourable consideration of the 
Lords of the Treasury. j am> &c 

„ m /Ao-nedl IF. G. Romaine. 

G. A. Hamilton, Esq., Treasury, ^ lgue J 

&c. &C. &C. 



Wexford Harbour. 

KepOUT of Captain FeleA on the ^ 

sub ect to the approval of their Lordships. 

«T«onn« £ 1,2001. a 

year, and is increasing.” 



To this proposal I can see no possible objection. 

■o .. Thai the Commissioners be authorised to borrow, on the 
^Ir^aS^-aotexeeediag 30,0001, 

I see no objection to this proposal. 

Fourth Proposition. “ That the several LtofTt 

Embautment Company, die ^ appropriated also to the same par- 

^ iI0m " r ’ 

I assume by this proposal, that Mr. Kf ‘^eeuSg ^ 

trAfL"pX"tand his meaning, f see no oh.eotron to P 

No. 4. a 2 

3 ° 9 - 
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CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATING TO THE 



Fifth Proposition. — “ That a sum of 50,0001. should be added by a grant in aid 
from the Treasury, in consideration of the value of the position o’f Wexford as a 
postal communication, the development of the fisheries contiguous, and the greater 
facility such improvements would afford to the safety of life and property in ship- 
wrecks.” 

I consider that a sum of 50,000 /. as a grant in aid would be well bestowed on improving 
Wexford Harbour, to be added to local funds of an equal amount. 

Mr. Redmond’s proposals for works to be executed by the above 100,000/., if obtained, 

1 . That a cut connecting the Town Channel with the Coal Channel, 100 yards 
wide and about 2,000 yards’ long, and 12 feet deep, be made through the slob lands at 
a cost of about 10,000 /. 

2. That 80,000 yards of sand should be dredged off Hantoon. Cost, 2,000 /. 

3. That a north breakwater from the Raven shore towards the Yane Buoy, about 
1,700 yards long, should be made, at a cost of 30,000/. 

4. The expenditure of the balance to be deferred until the effect produced by the 
pi'oposed works be ascertained. 

I agree with Mr. Redmond as to the first of his proposed works, and also as to the 
second as a temporary measure. I consider the third would be a good work, but doubt if 
it could be executed for the money named (30,000/.), but eventually a south breakwater 
should be added. 

The characters of works which I would propose for the improvement of Wexford 
Harbour are as hereafter detailed. 

In the year 1855, at the request of Admiral Beaufort, I reported on the improvement 
of Wexford Harbour, for the guidance of the Admiralty Commissioners,* under the Act 
of 1852. 

Seeing at that time the great extent and cost of works necessaiy for the removal of the 
bar, and for providing a good navigation inside, and at the same time the small amount 
of funds available for the objects in view, I recommended that, to meet the outlay, the 
funds should be carefully husbanded and accumulated, until a sufficient sum had accrued 
to proceed with the works with some vigour and effect ; and I then learned that my views 
and recommendations would be attended to. 

I assumed that there would be available in a few years a sum of about 20,000/. for 
works, and that an income of 1,000/. per annum would probably arise in harbour dues, 
available for the improvements, on which revenue a loan of 10,000/. might be obtained, 
giving a total capital for works amounting to 30,000 /. 

As regards the internal improvements, I could see no question as to the most beneficial 
work, viz. the connecting the deep Coal Channel on the east with the deep Town Channel 
on the west, which would give a continuous and deep channel from the bar to Carrick 
Bridge, a distance of eight miles, with a general depth of not less than 18 feet. 

A work so accomplished would, in my opinion, not only afford a shorter and deep 
channel, but a better line than the old north channel, which is tortuous and not easily 
taken in hazy weather, and is composed of material more difficult to dredge ; while the 
coal-channel line is of a soft material and easily deepened; and it will be observed, 
from the amended chart of 1856, that the line of low-water mark has approached to the 
proposed cut 1,200 feet since 1845, showing thus that natural operations are tending in 
that direction. 

Should this work be accomplished, there would, besides a good navigation, be a short 
and deep channel to sea, with an increased momentum to and across the bar. I therefore 
feel further assured and satisfied that the work in question is no less facile than essential, 
and that no delay should take place in effecting this improvement, which alone might 
much improve the position and depth of the bar. 

A report has reached the Admiralty that some cf the material dredged from the Han- 
toon Channel has been cast into the Coal Channel, but which I trust is not correct, 
otherwise no greater injury could arise than a step so interfering with future im- 
provements. 

The next important question in order is that of the improvement of the bar, about one 
mile from the shore. 

In my report of 1855 I was under the impression that the sandbank surrounding the sea 
channel had become of a fixed character, and that the Dogger Bank was stationary ; and 
under that impression, I proposed two groynes, one on either side of the channel, to 
intercept the sand travelling along shore, and casting up banks on either side ; and thus, by 
preventing all lateral escape from the inrunning and outrunning water of the tides, there 
would be so good a stream to sea as would keep open a channel of 15 feet or more at time 
of low water, which was the more reasonable, as the sea outside deepens to 30 feet at 450 
yards from the bar ; and I am of opinion that had the work I proposed been now in exist- 
ence, the object would have been effected, and would have become permanent; and that 

though 



* The Hydrographer, the Deputy Master of Trinity House, an officer from Marine Department 
of the Board of Trade. 
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though the changes that have since taken place suggest a different line of groynes, still 
the only chance of giving a deep-water entrance must consist in carrying groynes out to 
the two-fathom line of soundings, one on either side of the channel. 

Such works I conceive ought to be of rubble stone, deposited from a tramway or staging, 
and I should recommend that, under the actual circumstances of the case, the northern 
groyne should be first carried out, somewhat in the direction of the line E. F. on the plan 

6 Since I formerly reported, it appears that the shipowners and traders of Wexford became 
clamorous about the funds ( 10,000 1.) being expended without loss of time in improving the 
entrance to the harbour ; and it appears that the Admiralty Commissioners, desirous of 
meeting the demands of local parties to deepen and improve the Hautoon Channel, ex- 
pended the following sums : — 

Purchase of a steam dredger 
Ditto - mud barges - 
Engineer’s per centage on above 
Dredging Hantoon Channel, &c. 









£. 


_ 


_ 




4,800 


_ 


_ 




2,362 


_ 


_ 




358 


- 


- 


- 


2,256 






£. 


9,776 



The funds being now nearly exhausted, the dredging of the Hantoon Channel, now m 
progress, must shortly cease (unless 4,000 b, owing by the Embankment Company to the 
Admiralty, can be obtained), and the plant wdl then remain idle. 

X may repeat here, that until the groynes alluded to by me, one on either side of the 
channel! be run out (as shown on chart by blue lines E. 1 and G. H.), there can be no 
hope of a deep and permanent entrance to \\ exford Harbour. 

ia.W.1859. C»P^) James Vetch. 



Mr. G. A. Hamilton to the Wexford Harbour Commissioners. 

fWWn Treasury Chambers, 31 August 1859. 

I AM commanded by the lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to 

pointed out various places on " 0 | d be very desirable for the 

where the construction of bar . ® cost of sucll harbours, however, 

protection of life and property , t ; ' J? . rendered it imperative to 

together with after theL circum- 

postpone any consideration rep ^ , t0 ’ parliament any grant of 

like that of Wexford, are not included in the 

recommendations of the Carrying out the improvement of 

If, however, the parties locally ' “ 1 scheme for attaining that desir- 

^^e^^r^Mexion^ieh has existed 

between the Admiralty and the harboui of Wexford. 

I have, Sic. 

(signed) George A. Hamilton. 

The Wexford Harbour Commissioners, 

Ballast Office, Wexford. 



Mr. G. A. Hamilton, to the Secretary for Ireland. 

Treasury Chambers, 1 September 1859. 

soy. 
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transmit for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, copy of a 
Minute o? this Board, tinted 29th instant, upon a memorial on the same subject 
from the "Wexford Harbour Commissioners. 

I have. &c. 

The Secretary for Ireland. (signed) George A. Hamilton. 



Mr. J. j E. Redmond, m.p., to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

20 , Molesworth-street, Dublin, 

Sir, 12 November 1859. 

Referring to your letter of the 30tli August, to the Harbour Commissioners 
of Wexford, where you state, “If, however, the parties locally interested in 
carrying out the' improvement of Wexford Harbour are prepared to propose 
any scheme for attaining that desirable object by local means, and under local 
management, my Lords will be ready to consider any equitable arrangements 
which may be suggested to facilitate such scheme, having regard to the peculiar 
connexion which has existed between the Admiralty and the harbour of Wex- 
ford and my interview on the same subject on the /th instant : I now beg to 
enclose a copy cf a Parliamentary notice, prepared with a view of meeting the 
case, and trust their Lordships will sanction the application, leaving open for 
further investigation what precise compensation the port of Wexford is entitled 
to, bearing in mind the very peculiar connexion that has been created by Act 
of Parliament, between the departments of Her Majesty’s Paymaster General, 
the Admiralty, and the control and improvement of the harbour of Wexford. 

I am, &c. 

To the Secretary of the Treasury. (signed) J. E. Redmond. 



Wexford Harbour Commissioners. 

(Alteration of Constitution of Wexford Harbour Commissioners; Transfer of their 
Powers to a new body of Commissioners; Repeal of Powers of Admiralty Commis- 
sion of Wexford Harbour; Provisions as to Sums payable or which have been 
paid to Her Majesty’s Paymaster General ; Advance of ‘Public Money for Harbour 
Improvements; Power to levy New Rates, and to’borrow Money ; Power to levy 
Rates on County of Wexford for Harbour purposes; Power to make Agreements 
with the Commissioners of the Treasury ; Amendment and Repeal of Acts). 

Notice is hereby given that application is intended to be made to Parliament in the 
next Session for an Act for the following purposes, or some of them (that is to say) : — 

To alter, amend, vary, repeal, or re-enact, subject to such alterations as may be 
expedient, the several Acts hereinafter mentioned (that is t > say), an Act passed iu the 
Session of Parliament held in the sixth and seventh years cf the reign of Her present 
Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for Improving, Maintaining, and Regulating the Harbour 
of Wexford in the County of Wexford;” an Act passed in the Session of Parliament 
held in the 15th and 16th years of the reign of Her present Majesty, intituled, “ An 
Act to Repeal the Wexford Harbour Improvement Act, and to make Arrangements for 
a more Effective and Expeditions Execution of a Portion of the Undertaking thereby 
Authorized, and for other Purposes” (which last-mentioned Act is herein referred to as 
“the Act of 1852”), and the “Wexford Harbour Embankment Act, 1858,” which last-men- 
tioned Act is herein referred to as the Act of 1858. To dissolve the present body of 
Wexford Harbour Commissioners, and to provide for their retirement from office, and the 
cessor of all their powers. 

To provide for the election of a new body of Commissioners of Wexford Harbour by 
the inhabitants of W exford, or by such persons and in such manner as shall be described 
by the intended Act; to regulate the proceedings, and define the powers of such new 
body, and to. transfer to them all the property, rights, privileges, and powers of every 
description now vested in the Wexford Harbour Commissioners. To repeal so much 
of the Act of 1852 as relates to the appointment of Commissioners to form a Board, 
in such Act called “ The Admiralty Commission for Improving Wexford Harbour,” 
and to transfer all the powers of such Admiralty Commission to the said new body of 
Commissioners. 

To repeal so much of the Act of 1852 as relates to payments to be made, either by 
the Wexford Harbour Embankment Company, or by the Wexford Harbour Commis- 
sioners to Her Majesty’s Paymaster General. 

To 
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sinners in improving the harbour anil “• thc'said Paymaster General under flic 

siis: s* 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Beta , 01 o j body o£ Commissioner*. 

United Kingdom of Great Bn am the raid Loral High 

To enable the said Commissioners ot W^J » “J 1 of the w!ts cou- 

Treasurer, to enter into the Act of 1352, and 

rSwtr^idtadVyto the said new body of Commissioners, such sums as 

altered and additional or u«a ““ <± ’TwerfSSa. 



future ‘-t— a 

the intended Act. . C M j s ; ars . or the grand jury oi tlic county ot 

“^'enable Ate said grand Ijnry 

body of Commissioners, anil to emab J* J ^ ^ 0 f the said county, or any ot die 

an4 the ^ Commissioners of Her 
To enable the said new ^/.^SSnm', to enter into and carry mto efteet 
Majesty’s Treasury, or the smd Lotfl gn intended Act or any oi tan. 
contracts and agreements for the purposes oil the 23 a day oi December 1859, 

And notice 5 hereby Wfg* *f “ “ s Sed in this notice, or some oi them, 
Sum “ep^t e ie BillW of the House of Commons. 

Dated the day of November 1859. ) 



Ml-. G. A. Hamilton to Mr. J ■ E. Redmond, M. r 




Tn the meantime, as the n ff 

cipl'e of some compensation it ope n to the Commissioners to 



J. E. Redmond, Esq., m. p ; , 
•20, Molesworth-street, Dublin. 



I am. &c. 

(signed) ' Geo. A. Hamilton. 



3°9* 
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Mr. J. E. Redmoiu! , m.p., to Mr. G. A. Hamilton. 



Dear Sir, Queen’s Hotel, Cork-street, 13 February 1860. 

I had, in the latter end of last year, the pleasure of bringing under the 
notice of Mr. Laing and yourself the peculiar relation of the Admiralty with the 
harbour of Wexford, the report of Captain Vetch to their Lordships as to its 
capabilities for improvement, and their Lordships’ recommendation to the 
Treasury for a grant of 50,000 /., in aid of a similar sum to be derived from 
local resources, to which the Lords of the Treasury replied, that there was no 
sum available for the purpose, and that an application to Parliament could not 
be entertained; and when we consider the heavy financial demands on the 
country, no exception could be taken fairly to this reply. 

Since which time, reports as to the dangerous state of the entrances to the 
harbour and the necessity of immediate action, have been forwarded to the 
Admiralty, in whom the only power of improving the harbour at present by law 
exists, but who do not possess funds adequate for the purpose. It, therefore, 
rests with the locality to see what funds could be made available, without re- 
quiring any further advance of public money, but merely resting our claims for 
a share of existing funds, and raising such an income as will authorise a loan from 
the Public Works Commissioners. 

Supposing 100,000/, could effect a large improvement in the harbour of Wex- 
ford, it is suggested that the works should be entrusted to some public body, 
say the Beard of Works in Ireland, and that the above sum should be raised as 
follows : 



Contribution from the Wexford Harbour Embankment Company, 
now under the control of the Admiralty - 
An allocation out of the present unused fund for piers and 
harbours of - 

Ex loan advance, secured on an assignment of 1,200 /. per annum, of 
the existing rates of the harbour, together with three-fourths 
of all increased rates, with a collateral security on the county of 
W exford, equal to three-eighths of a penny in the pound at each 
assizes, if required 



£. 

20,000 

10,000 



£. 



100,000 



But previous to the introducing a Bill to c-ffect these objects, as roughly stated, 
it would be necessary to obtain the assent and approval of the Treasury.' 

Whenever convenient to you, the County Members and I shall have °reat 
pleasure in waiting upon you, to go more in length into the fairness and urgency 
of this matter. ° J 



To Geo. Alex. Hamilton, Esq. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) J. E. Redmond. 



Copy of a Tp.easury Minute, dated 26th March 1860. 



My Lords have under consideration a letter from Mr. Redmond, m.p., in 
reference to the improvement of Wexford Harbour, dated 13th February 1860 ; 
a letter from the Chief Secretary for Ireland, dated 1st August 1859, enclosing 
a memorial from the grand jury of the county of Wexford ; a memorial from the 
50000 / Harbour Commissioners, dated 8th July 1859, praying for a grant of 



My Lords have also under their consideration the Wexford PI arbour Em- 
bankment Act, 1852, the report of Captain Vetch, of 13th January 1855, and 
his report of 10th June 1859. 

The Act of 1852, after making various provisions for the reclamation of land 
Irom the sea m the neighbourhood of the harbour of Wexford, and for the 
payment of 20,000/. to Her Majesty’s Paymaster General, together with a 
certain proportion of the tonnage rates for the purpose of maintaining the 
harbour works, proceeds to empower the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty to appoint three Commissioners, with power to apply the funds in the 

improvement 
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Improvement of the harbour, as the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 

^iV'appears from the report of Captain Vetch, 18th June 1S59 that of 
10 OOOf which has been paid by the Wexford Harbour Embankment Company, 
nearly the whole has been expended in the purchase of a steam dredger, andtn 
dredging the harbour and channel. . . r , . . , 

In reply to the memorial of the Harbour Commissioners, my Lords stated 
that while their Lordships were not prepared to recommend the proposed grant 
of 50 000/., they would be ready to consider any plan tvhicn might be piopoted 
for carrying out the object by local means, and under local management, 
having r egard, however, to the connexion which has existed since the passing 
of the Act of 1852, between the Admiralty and the Harbour of At exfoid. 

Estimating the expenditure for the improvement of the harbour at 100,000/., 
Mr. Redmond now suggests that it should be raised, as follows . 

] . £. 20,000 from Wexford Harbour and Embankment Commissioners. 

9 £ lo!o00 from Piers and Harbours Ireland Fund. 

3. £. 70,000 as a loan from the Public W orks Loan Commissioners. 



£. 100,000 



Anri he proposes as a security for this loan 1,200/ a year, being the existing 
surplus ^revenue^ of the barbed «u^of all future increases m the 

revenue, a guarantee fiom .ie cou ty desirable that the grant 

My Lords are disposed to think tW al tmg ha[bour , and that the 

should be relieved from any further ^ connex improvements by their 

parties locally interested should Wth” mattS mv Lords arc- desir- 

own local efforts ; out before go g * c ODJ nnssioners of tile Admiralty 
ous of having a statement from he regards .the works 

with regard to the piesen ^ ^ and whether, in the opinion of then- 

of improvement and tne a au { cllp i, arraneemect as that pro- 

Lordships, it would be practicab e o ^ be transferred to the 

posed, by which the improvemen J w f d being prepared 

t *• •- 

plete the proposed improvements. 



Mr. W. <?• Romaine to Mr. G. A. Hamilton. 

Admiralty, 2 May 1860. 

sil '- i tne oath of March lost, on the subject oi 

With reference to your lettei of 29th t ^ ^ bem made t0 tbe 

Wexford Harbour, m which ]«>u state at accost of 100,000/.; and that 

Treasury for the improvement of the tar“w. “ ft migbt be desirable that 
the Lords of the “Relieved from anv further connexion with the bar- 

the Government should be w Should undertake any further im- 

bour, and that the parties locally intraeaen b£fore oing further into the 
provements by their own „i 0 “' ei ri^a^totement from the Admiralty on several 
matter they are fa. tous of : . < 3«i ' o of tbe countv coming forward with a 
points ; particularly whether, rnt lete the pr „posed improvements, 

guarantee on the capita A transferred to the Board of Works in Ireland ; 

Inch improvements might not be tran^_^ the Admiralty to acquaint 

I am commanded hy >ny Lords C ;n Vetch of , be Harbour Depart- 

you that they referred .the suty t P ]ias just been received, and 

ment, for his report on the ion of the Lords of the Treasury. 

WorksCSnt unfa to coitions named in the last paragraph of Laptam 

Vetch’s report. I am, See. 

(signed) IV. G. Romaine. 

G A. Hamilton, Esq. &c. &c., 

Treasury. 



?°An 
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Harbour Department, 30 April 1860. 

With reference to the Treasury letter of the 29th of March last, transmitted to this 
department to report on. I have to state that, from the difficulty of the subject itself, and 
from the pressure of Parliamentary business demanding my attention, I have not been 
able to report until now. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury refer to the Admiralty letter of 17th of June, 
wherein my Lords refer to my report of the 10th of June last, on the subject of "Wexford 
Harbour, and state that a proposal has been made to the Lords Commissioners of the Trea- 
sury for the improvement of Wexford Harbour, at a cost of 100,000/. : that the Lords of 
the Treasury consider it might be desirable that the Government should be relieved from 
any further connexion with Wexford Harbour, and that the parties locally interested should 
undertake any further improvements by their own local efforts ; but, before proceeding 
further, that the Lords of the Treasury desire to receive a statement from the Lords Com- 
missioner's of the Admiralty with regard to the present position of the harbour, both as 
regards the works of improvement and the available funds, and requesting further to be 
informed of their Lordships’ opinion whether it would be practicable to make any such 
arrangement as that proposed, by which the improvement of the harbour might be trans- 
ferred to the Board of Works in Ireland, in the event of the county of Wexford being pre- 
pared to come forward with a sufficient guarantee upon the capital requisite to complete 
the proposed improvements. 

First As regards the Harbour of Wexford generally, and the access thereto, I have to 
observe, that for the purposes of trade and refuge the site of ti e same is excellent, situated 
immediately within Can; sore and Greenore Points. The entrance is sheltered, from due 
south, round by west, to due north, and lies much in the way of navigation to Liverpool, 
Dublin, &e., to the south and westward. 

The great desideratum is a good sea entrance. 

The channels inside the Bar might easily be placed in a good condition, with ample 
depth : but the entrance from the sea lies across shifting sandbanks, the mere dredging 
through which must prove a great waste of time and money without sufficient result. 

At Wexford, and up the Slaney to Enniscorthy, the navigation is generally good ; and 
by joining the deep anil or coal channel with the main channel at Wexford, a good and 
snort navigation to and from the town would lie established ; and such a continuous, long, 
and deep channel could not but prove most beneficial to the navigation from Rosslave Point 
to the quays of Wexford, an operation that might be executed for a sum of about 10,000/., 
and prove a permanent measure of vast utility. 

I am distinctly of opinion that any more dredging, or any portion of the Bar or sea 
barrier, would not prove of any permanent benefit ; nor would 1 advise any work on the 
Bar, nor outside of Rosslare Point, to be attempted until the inner channel, from Rosslare 
Point to the quays of Wexford, has been accomplished, and a depth of nowhere less than 
14 feet below low-water mark attained ; and I am of opinion that when such has been 
obtained over a distance of 3 miles, and so connected with the deep-water channel to 
Enniscorthy, the tidal action will thereby be concentrated and impelled on a fixed line of 
action, and with that increased energy and momentum due to the increased hydraulic depth, 
that it could not fail to act. with greater energy and fixity of position, and thereby effect an 
improvement, on the outer Bar itself; and therefore, until the result be ascertained, I would 
not recommend any works outside Rosslare Point ; and I assume that, under good manage- 
ment, and with the plant now provided, this operation might be accomplished, as before 
stated, for 10,000/., or thereabout, and that the works for the outer Bar and entrance may 
be estimated at 100,000/. 

The present arrangements as to works under tire Admiralty Commissioners have been 
carried on at the following cost : 



Purchase of plant ------- 

Expended in dredding, &e. - - - - - - 


_ 


£. 

7,520 

3,060 


Total, including five per cent. Engineers’ Fees - 


• £. 


10,580 



It appears that during the two years of 1858 and 1S59 upwards of 27,000 tons have been 
dredged from the Hautoon Channel, and deposited elsewhere, yet notwithstanding there is 
still but a depth of about 7 4 feet at time of low water, on a length of 1,000 feet: and it 
has been observed that, even with this slight removal of sand from the Hautoon Channel, 
that the low-water line of shore has in consequence gone further towards the channel so 
dredged, which I mention in order to show that there is a certain danger attached to the 
operation, which might eventually disturb the fixity of Rosslare Point, and therefore that 
the outside material should not be disturbed until the inside navigation had been improved, 
and its effects shown. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, as regards the available funds, the following statement will give all the 
required information : — 

Amount received from Embankment Company under 57th 
clause of Act ~ 

Interest' received thereon - 



Expended on plant 
Expended on dredging - 

31st March 1860 : Sum remaining 

Add, 

Sum received from surplus dues - 
Sum due for year ending 31st Mavch last 



Due by company under 58tii clause of Act* " 

Estimated worth of plant, it sold “ 

Total available - 



£. 

10,000 

1,336 


£. 

11,336 

10,580 


7,520 

3,060 




- -1 


756 


5.34 j 
299 ! 


833 






I 1,589 


- 


4,000 

6,680 


- - £. 


j 12,269 



i wl^+hpv mv Lords are of opinion that it would be practi- 

Thirdly, as to the question whetl e y d by 1 which the improvement ot the 

cable to make such a \“™?g‘5“ Boar J h „f VVoAs in Ireland, I am of opinion that such 
with general practice, and ,1m. the works would 

in that case he more immediately under contro . 

. omc on the nassino- of the Embankment Bill through Pai- 
The present arrangement arose on ^ the PJ = a ffuarautee should he given that the 
liament, in consequence of it ^ harbom should be under the control of Govern- 

sums allotted for the whfn“w It as Commissioners for the Govern- 

ment ; but I belie\ e that _ ^ £ rom ffi e office they now hold. At the same time 

rere^iSShi'^i- 

H- r nzJis&s: trZStt zstt&i 



Mr. G. Arbutlmot to Mr. /. E. Redmond, M. r. 

Treasury Chambers, 8 June 1SS0 

Sir, . _ c + u„ i nth February last, I am directed. D\ tin 

With reference to Treasury to acquaint you that they have 

“SSS to the ^ C Ve°;S “et taU 

the Chairman of the Board of 

Works in Ireland on the subject. Bffl introduced by 

Her Majesty’s Government wRl o ftom the Admiralty to any 
parties connected with the ‘ td * improvements required, and for 

fitting local body the power of mak ™° tontoe funds on the security of 
giving to such local body the necessai H the Board of Works, Ireland, 

tolls, or with a permissive county ’ re „ ard s the plans for the improve- 

will readily afford any professional ad™ = Lords Me not prepared to 

ment which may be considered desirable , > sanction 



;?Se f Idmtuy law officers for their opmou, 
B 2 

3 ° 9 - 
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sanction any measure which would impose upon the Board of Works the 
responsibility of conducting the works. 

In the event of such transfer from the Admiralty to any local body, for the 
improvement of the harbour, my Lords will be disposed to enter into a liberal 
arrangement as regards the plant procured by the Admiralty, and the outlay 
already incurred. 

I am, &c. 

J. E. Redmond, Esq., m. p. (signed) G. Arbuthnot. 



Mr. G. A. Hamilton to Mr. J. E. Redmond, m. p. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, 4 July 1860. 

With reference to former correspondence on the subject of the improvement 
of Wexford Harbour, I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you that they will not object to the application 
in aid of the harbour of any existing funds under the Irish Fisheries Acts, which 
may be recommended by the Commissioners of Public Works, Ireland, nor to 
any moderate advance by the Commissioners in the way of loan under the Act 
19 Yict. c. 18, for which it may appear to the Commissioners of Public Works 
that sufficient security can be given by a collateral guarantee from the county. 

I am, &e. 

J. E. Redmond, Esq., m. p. (signed) Geo. A. Hamilton. 

8, St. George’s Road, Pimlico. 



Mr. E. Hornsby to the Secretary to the Treasury. 



Sir, Office of Public Works, Dublin, 13 July I860. 

In returning herewith the Wexford Harbour Bill, No. 239, referred for the 
observations of this Board on the 1 1th instant, I am directed to state that it 
appears most objectionable to have any member of this Board appointed to act 
as a Commissioner in any local Board, and the Commissioners of Public Works 
suggest that Colonel M'Kerlie’s name be omitted from the list of members (in 
Clause 4) of the local committee, and that the lines scored in Clause 3 be struck 
out. In the present case this objection has greater force, inasmuch as the 
Commissioners of Public Works are the parties authorised to make a loan to 
the local Commissioners for the harbour improvements. 

It is for their Lordships’ consideration whether they will consent to Clause 8, 
empowering the Board, with their approval, to make a grant in aid of the 
harbour works to the extent of 10,000 /. 

The borrowing powers given to the Commissioners extend to 80,000 1. If 
the security be found sufficient for a loan of this amount, the Board’s loan fund 
is too limited to meet it, and it might be advisable to extend the borrowing 
powers to the funds of the Exchequer Loan Commissioners, Clause 12. 

The Board do not consider it advisable to put in operation the powers given 
in the Fishery Piers and Harbours Act, of assessing the districts likely to be 
benefited by works of improvement in such a case as that of Wexford Harbour, 
which is a large commercial port, affording at present sufficient accommodation 
for the fisheries of the coast. The solicitor has made some observations on the 
Bill to which their Lordships’ attention is called. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary, Treasury. (signed) E. Hornsby, Secretary. 
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The Secretary to the Grand Jury of the County of Wexford to the Lords 
of the Treasury. 

Wexford, 11 August 1860. 

The Secretary to the Grand Jury for Wexford County has the_ honour to 
forward the accompanying resolutions of the Grand Jury at last assizes. 

To the Lords of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 



Summer Assizes, 1860. 

Reeoet of the Grand Jury of the County of on the Wexford Harbour 

Improvement Hill. 

The Committee of the Grand Jury apmdnted to .compel : the ^BiU for Improvement of 
Wexford Harbour, met at four o’clock on Friday, the 13th of July. 

Present : 

Haeky Aecock, Esq., in the Chair. 

S. D. Goff, Esq. : R. S Doyne, Esq^j ESlmteTs'l- Lieutenant 
Major Harvey ; S. T. Harman, Esq. ; Lord 

^—g, Roberts, and Potmder of Enniseorthy, and Mr. Alien, of Wexford, 
- “ee and Mr. W „ „ . objcct of _t 

K?nna g e beyond 83,000 tons shall also he applicable 

to the purposes of the Act. ^ pmqmse of further 

Resolved, That it is the opinion f. 0 ™ w TiTLul<fbe provided tint in the event of 
securing the interest on the sum to dnc mg the required income, a sum of 

the sum arising from tonnage and Wexford, and a district of seven miles 

Sound kt and"hat °n the VS of ‘^aSante no’t' eSSedi^ one 

h4tl"\^^CrlSLSrsof krsand Harbours; such guarantee 

eX ^Resolval, Bid ought to he introduced into Parliament next Session, founded on 

the foregoing resolutions. (signed) H. Ale or*. Chairman. 

., . *i,B "Rill for the improvement of the harbour having 

^ ‘ * 7 ** 

<•— ssr 

county aim 3*2 in the foregoing resolution. 

““ ( FOTMlf (rigSr^H-alfcoci, Foreman. 

13 July I860. 
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Mr. J. E. Redmond, m.p., to Mr. G. A. Hamilton. 

Sir, House of Commons, S March 1361. 

I beg leave to send you herewith, for the consideration of the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the draft of a Bill “ to transfer from the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to a special Commission, certain powers 
for the improvement of the Harbour of Wexford, &e , &c.,” which subject you 
will recollect was very fully considered by their Lordships last summer ; and a 
Bill introduced into Parliament, with their Lordships’ permission, but which 
was not then proceeded with, in consequence of the lateness (5 July) of the 
period at which it was introduced. There are some trifling amendments made 
in the draft I have now the honour to submit, but 1 think it will be found, in 
all essential particulars, the same as that of last Session. 

I have, &c. 

Geo. A. Hamilton, Esq., &c., (signed) J. E. Redmond. 

Treasury. 



Treasury Minute, dated 15 March 1861. 

Transmit cop} of the enclosed Bill to the Admiralty, to the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland, and to the Board of Works, Ireland, requesting that my Lords may 
be favoured with the observations of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and of the Commissioners of Public 
Works in Ireland, upon the provisions of the proposed enactment. 



Mr. E. Hornsby to the Secretary to the Treasury. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
Sir, 21 March 1861. 

In returning herewith the draft of a Bill “ to transfer from the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty to a special Commission certain powers for the 
improvement of the Harbour of Wexford,” See., transmitted under cover of 
your letter of the 15th instant, the Board, in compliance with their Lordships' 
desire, beg leave to offer the following observations : — 

1. The Board consider it would be highly objectionable, as proposed under 
the third clause, that any member of their body, looking to the public duties 
with which they are charged, should be associated with the proposed Special 
Commission, the more particularly that, while the money for the execution of 
the works of improvement is proposed to be borrowed from them, an indirect 
responsibility would undoubtedly be thrown on them by such association for its 
expenditure ; at the same time, the due attendance of any one of them at the 
meetings of the Commissioners, which should be local and frequent, would ma- 
terially interfere with the public duties necessary to be performed in Dublin. 

2. Under the eighth clause it is provided that a sum of 10,000 1. shall be 
granted from the funds vested in the Board for the purposes of carrying out the 
objects contemplated in the Fishery Piers and Harbours Acts. Those Acts, 
9 "Viet. c. 3, and 10 & 11 Viet. c : 75, require that the piers and harbours for 
which grants may he made shall have primarily for their object the encourage- 
ment and protection of the coast fisheries ; that not more than three-fourtlis of 
the estimated cost shall he advanced out of the funds provided under the Act ; 
that no grant shall exceed 5,000 1 . ; that the works shall be executed by this 
Board; and, finally, that when completed, they shall be transferred to and 
become the property of the counties in which they are situated. 

The proposed works of improvement in Wexford Harbour will come under 
none of these conditions ; and therefore to allocate the portion of the funds as 
proposed (which would leave a balance of little more than 5,000/. for future 

occasions 
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occasions in the Board’s hands) the Board submit would be foreign to the pur- 
pose contemplated under the Acts referred to. 

It is also to be observed that in the event of the works not being carried out 
or bein'* abandoned, either in consequence of insufficiency at security tor the loans 
required or other cause, the grant would be in tact lost, unless it were advanced 
on the usual conditions, in proportion to the work actually clone. 

3 Under the tenth and eleventh sections, powers are proposed to be taken 
for the Special Commission to borrow, and given to this Beard for km’.ng, 
80 000/. for the purposes of the Act. The Board have no means of terming «n 
opinion as to what sum might be necessary for Marrying out me proposed im- 
provements ; but they apprehend that, even with the comuy guarantee, provided 
in the twelfth section (as amended) there would he no security on union, -t the 
rate of repayment proposed, via. (3 per cent.) a greater amount could he aavanced 
than about 34, 009/. ; and it is to be observed that a (as is not route clear) die rate 
of repayment mentioned (3 per cent.) is intended to induce the payment ot prin- 
cipal about 33 years, the rate of interest being tauen at 3 i per cent., would be ie- 
quired for its liquidation ; wliileliitherto Si per cent, nas been consiuered the lowest 
rate at which public money should be advanced, requiring 22years .or repayment. 

4 The Board have 110 information as to the circumstances vvlii oh render 
necessary or desirable the transference of the direction of tile Vrexforn Harbour 
works of improvement from the Lords Commissioners of the Auiniralty to the 
Special Commissioners proposed to be appointed : neither have they any mcn- 
rite knowledge of the former state of the harbour, the nnprovements which have 
of late years been made and their cost, or of the further works 0 
protected tlieir estimated cost and anticipated effect, lhe lloaicl are auo 
without any returns of the trade of the port tor past years, or statements of llie 
grounds of expected increase in future years. 

Should it, therefore, be their Lordships' ?oa^shou!d = 



WHU am * ; 

be obtained from the Admiralty. 
The Secretary, Treasury. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



Mr. J. Richards to the Lords of the Treasury. 

,, , , Wexford, 15 April 1861. 

T H Avnbeen instructed by the Wexford Harbour Commissioners to furnish 
to vour Lordships the following copy of a resolution passed by them at a meet- 
ing held on the'iatli of March ultimo, with reference to the Wexford Haibour 
Amendment Bill, now before Parliament : 

7. ; “ That we wish to have only one Commission for managing the 

Resolved, lbat we 7r h V“ almr0 ™ of 10 persons chosen, four by the 
affairs of tins por , a ‘ ‘ , (y 01 ,, ]orat i oll Q f this town, four by tile Town 

Admiralty, four J > i, ’ th „ ' alK i [our by the shipowners of this port, if such 
Commissioners of E use J sums as would be given to the 
Public Bili."— IP. Maukevs, Chairman. 
r I have, &c. 

(signed) John Rickards, 

Secretary to Harbour Commissioners. 

To the Eight Honourable 
the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 



3<J9* 



b 4 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




i6 



CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATING TO THE 



Mr. W. G. Romaine to Mr. G. A. Hamilton. 



Sir. Admiralty, 16 April 1861. 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of 15th March, enclosing a draft of a Bill “ to 
transfer from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to a special Commis- 
sion, certain powers for the improvement of the harbour of Wexford,” and 
requesting the observations of the Admiralty on the provisions of the proposed 
enactment. 

In reply, I am directed to acquaint you, that their Lordships having referred 
the draft Bill to Captain Yetch, r.e., for his opinion thereon, have received a 
report from that officer recommending what he considers the best course to be 
pursued, a copy of which report is herewith forwarded for the information of 
the Lords of the Treasury. 

I am, &c. 

G. A. Hamilton, Esq., &e., &c., &c., (signed) W. G. Romaine. 

Treasury. 



Wexford Harbour (Transfer of Powers Bill). 

This Bill proposes to transfer from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to a 
special Commission, certain powers for the improvement of the harbour of Wexford, and 
for other purposes relating thereto. 

In consequence of embankment works of great extent (under an Act of 1846), for 
inclosing large tracts of rich slob land, inside the harbour of Wexford, it was considered 
reasonable that the undertakers should pay certain sums of money to be expended under 
the direction of the Admiralty, and under c; The Wexford Harbour Embankment Act of 
1852,” an Admiralty Commission was authorized for that purpose ; which body, resident 
in London, and consisting, as afterwards appointed by their Lordships, of the Hydro- 
graphic. the Deputy Master of the Trinity House, and an officer of the Board of Trade, 
had to consider and determine upon the works to he executed. 

When a sufficient sum had arisen, steps were taken to execute such works as were 
deemed desirable under the charge of a local engineer. The instalments received have 
amounted to 10,000/., and the money has been expended, but, apparently, without any 
great success. 

It is obvious that such an exercise by the Government of the powers in question, could 
not promise any great success, but as the Harbour Commissioners of "Wexford amounted 
to about 160 persons, that body was far too numerous for any useful object, and the 
Admiralty Commission seemed the only course left. 

In a Bill, however, now before Parliament, called “ The Wexford Harbour Commis- 
sioners Bill,” it is proposed to reduce the number of Commissioners from 160 to 26 ; and 
such a reduction would, no doubt, prove very valuable, although the number would be 
still too many for the active and useful conduct of business ; and I shall recommend their 
Lordships, in. reporting to Parliament on that Bill, to suggest to the Committee on the 
Bill, the propriety of not allowing the number of Commissioners to exceed 12, to be 
elected by owners of vessels and merchants of the place, the Admiralty having power to 
nominate three others. 

The establishment of a body of Commissioners resident in London, for the improvement 
of Wexford Harbour, is a solitary instance of interference by Government with harbour 
authorities ; though, under the circumstances above described, likely to be useful, in the 
default of a better body of local Harbour Commissioners. 

I recommend their Lordships, therefore, that it would he a far better course to make 
over (under the Transfer Bill) the charge of the harbour works to the Harbour Commis- 
sioners, if reduced to 15, instead of to any “ Special Commission,” as now proposed : all 
such works, nevertheless, to be first approved of by their Lordships, and only carried, out 
in accordance with such approval ; and I think the Bills should be carefully lookod into 
by the Admiralty Solicitor, for the. purpose of seeming the authorised payments: of- 10 
instalments of 1,000/. each, by the Embankment Company,* and 500/. per annum in and 
after 1866, f and also two-thirds of the tonnage rates + annually received, exceeding 60,000 
tons, bv the Harbour Commissioners, and any other payments. 

(signed) James Vetch. 

27 March 1861. 



* Clause 58 of Act 1852. f Ciause 59 of Act of 1852. 
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Mr. J. E. Redmond, m.p., to tlie Secretary to the Treasury. 

Sir, House of Commons, 14 May 1861. 

Referring to the interview the deputation from Wexford had with you on 
the subject of the connexion of the Admiralty with the harbour of Wexford, 
and as a private Bill is now before a Committee of this House, which, if passed 
into a law, will have the effect of destroying that trust, I am particularly anxi- 
ous to know if the Lords of the Treasury will assent to the arrangements made 
by Mr. Laing last year, for the equitable settlement of this long standing 
matter. 

I have, dec. 

To the Right Hon. F. Peel, (signed) J. E. Redmond. 

See. &c. &c. Treasury. 



Mr. G. A. Hamilton to Mr. J. E. Redmond, m.p. 



Sir, Treasury Chambers, 24 May 1861. 

In reply to your letter of the 8th March last, transmitting a draft of a Bill 
relating to Wexford Harbour, I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint you, that they have no objection to a 
transfer of the direction of the Wexford Harbour Works from the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty to any fitting local body. 



Their Lordships observe, that a Select Committee of the House of Commons 
has passed a Bill, with amendments, for reconstituting the Wexford Harbour 
Commission, and transferring to that Commission the powers and duties of the 
Admiralty Commissioners appointed under the Act of 1852. My Lords have 
no opinion to offer on the subject of that Bill which is not now under their 
consideration ; but as regards the draft Bill submitted by you, creating a special 
commission to improve the harbour, separate from the Harbour Commis- 
sioners, their Lordships cannot agree to the provisions which it contains for 
placing a member of the Board of Works, Ireland, on such commission, and 
thereby, as appears to my Lords, throwing upon that Board a certain responsi- 
bility for the expenditure. 

Neither can their Lordships accede to the clause by which the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works are empowered to make grants to the extent of 
10,000?. from the funds vested in the Board under the Fisheries, Piers, and 
Harbours Acts. My Lords are informed that the proposed works of improve- 
ment in Wexford Harbour do not come under any of the conditions required 
by these Acts in the case of grants made in pursuance thereof. 

Any allocation, therefore, of those funds in the manner proposed would be 
foreign to the purpose contemplated in the Fisheries, Piers, and Ilaibours 
Acts. 



The Bill under consideration appears further open to objection, as contem- 
p l a tion ; a loan at a lower rate of interest than that at which public money has 
been or could be advanced; the usual rate for interest and repayment being 
6£ per cent. 

My Lords have only further to observe, that they cannot agree to the clause 
in the Bill providing for a partial repayment of the sums expended by the 
Admiralty Commissioners. 

I am, bee. 

J. E. Redmond, Esq., M. (signed) Geo. A. Hamilton. 

House of Commons. 



3P9- 
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Mr. G. A. Hamilton to Mr. W. G. Romani. 



.suit Chambers. 24 May i Sti 1 . 




Bill aenendlT, and especially to Clauses 42 and 46. My Lords further request 
fco be favoured with the opinion of the Lords of too -'-i.miralty as .0 the bill, 
to the nlan which it adopts for transferring, under certain comm- 



and as to the plan which it adopts ... ... -=. . 

eencies, the charge of the improvement works from their Lordships to the vt , \- 
ford Harbour Commission, as reconstituted by the Bill. 



W. G. Romaine, Esq. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Geo. .4. Hamilton. 
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COPIES of Minutes made by the Treasury, 
and of CoitnisrosDENCi! between the Trea- 
sury and the Admiralty, or between the 
Treasury and other Persons, relative to die 
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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 17 May 1861;— /or, 



COPY “ of any Minute made by the Admiralty, and of any Correspon- 
dence between the Admiralty and Treasury, or between the Admiralty and 
other Persons, relative to the Improvement of the Harbour of Wexford, 
since the Year 1858.” 



Admiralty, \ 
14 June 1861 . J 



C. H.. PENNELL. 

Chief Clerk. 



Mr. TV. G. Romaine to Mr. G. A. Hamilton. 



gj r> Admiralty, 17 June 1859.* 

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint, 
you that their Lordships have had under consideration certain proposals, with 
reference to the improvement of the bar of Wexford Harbour and ot the channels 
leading to the quays at Wexford ; and having called upon Captain Vetch, . r. e., ^ 

of the Harbour Department, for a report on the case, (a copy of which is en- 
closed for the information of the Lords of the Treasury, as well as a printed copy **6, tg^^per, 

of a former report on the same subject), my Lords approve of the works pro- 
posed by that officer, and recommend the application for a grant of public money, 
in aid of the works proposed, to the favourable consideration of the Lords of the Uo * is s’e. 



Treasury. 

G. A. Hamilton, Esq., 
Treasury. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) TV. G. Romaine. 



Mr. John Richards to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 



I have been directed by the Wexford Harbour Commissioners to send your 
Lordships a copv of a resolution entered into this day at a meeting specially 
convened to consider a communication from the Admiralty through Mr. 



Farrell. 



Ballast Office, 17 June 1859. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) John Richards, 

Secretary. 



At a special meeting of the Wexford Harbour Commissioners, at the Ballast Office, on 
Friday the 1th of Jun"e 1859, in order to take into cons, derat, orr a eommun, catron trom the 
Admiralty through Mr. Fameli, John Walsh, Esq., Mayo,, Cha.rman; 

Resolved That having considered the communication of the Admiralty to Mr. Farrell, 
retoe KS of the material raised from Hantoon, « destre onr Secret^ to 



• Some correspondence previous to this date in .859, has been printed in Parliamen.ar, Paper, 
No. 148, 14 March i860. 
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inform the Admiralty that the place where it is now deposited is not used as an anchorage, 
and that if all the material contemplated to be raised were deposited, there would not, in our 
opinion, reduce the depth of water so much as to make it less desirable as an anchorage 
than at present ; that we do not know of anyplace equally convenient where it could be 
deposited with less injury, and to carry it farther would cause less quantity to be raised, 
that we are most anxious that the largest quantity possible should be raised and taken off 
Hantoon during this summer. 

(signed) John Richards , 

Secretary. 



Mr. George , m.p., to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, House of Commons, 18 June 1859. 

I waited upon you, as Secretary to the Admiralty, in company with Mr. 
J.E. Redmond, m.p., for the Borough of Wexford, to request that you would 
favour us with a copy of the late Report of Captain Vetch, r.e. (June 1859), 
and of the Minute of the Lords of the Admiralty thereon. Our object in 
asking for these documents is that we may, at the approaching assizes for the 
county of Wexford, bring them before the Harbour Commissioners, with a view 
to obtaining their assent to the appropriation of a proportion of the harbour 
dues, in order to raise a sum of money, by way of loan, to go with other funds 
in aid of the proposed grant from Government for the improvement of the 
Harbour of Wexford. 

Favouring us with copies of the above documents, at your earliest convenience, 
will oblige, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(signed) John George, 

m.p. County of Wexford. 

The Right Honourable 
the Secretary to the Admiralty. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. George, m.p. 

Sir, Admiralty, 20 June 1859. 

I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th inst., requesting to be furnished with 
a copy of the Report of Captain Vetch, r.e., on Wexford Harbour, and a copy 
of the Minute of the Lords of the Admiralty thereon ; and in reply, I am directed 
to forward to you herewith a copy of the Report in question, and to acquaint you 
that my Lords approved of the proposed works, as suggested by Captain Vetch, 
and have forwarded a copy of his Report to the Lords of the Treasury, and re- 
commended the application, for a grant of public money, to the favourable con- 
sideration of their Lordships. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) H. Corry. 

John George, Esq., m.p., &c. &c. &c. 

House of Commons. 



Mr. Jolm Richards to Mr. W. G. Romaine. 

Ballast Office, Wexford. 

Sir, 29 June 1859. 

I beg leave to send you a copy of a resolution of the Wexford Harbour Com- 
missioners, which they have desired me to send for the information of my Lords 
of the Admiralty, it being a report of a Committee appointed to inspect the 
Hantoon Bar and the Coal Channel. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) John Richards, ■ 

W. G. Romaine, Esq., Secretary. 

Secretary, Admiralty. 
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Report as follows : 

Wexford, 27 June 1859. 

We, the undersigned, at the request of the Shipowners Association, proceeded on board 
the “Erin” steam-tug, io inspect Hantoon Bar, and Coal Channel, and report what 
progress the dredge-boat has made. On carefully sounding the Coal Channel, and com- 
paring the soundings with Frazer's chart and Vetch’s plan, it being then low water, we 
found no perceptible change in the soundings, where a portion dredged off Hantoon has 

been deposited, as shown us by James Blake and Devereux, pilots, Mr. Farrell, and 

the master of the tug-boat ; the distance traversed about 2,500 yards. On Hantoon the 
least water we found with staff and lead was eight feet, and that portion between the buoys 
of the moorings for dredging, there were eight, eight and a half, nine, and ten feet water, 
being an increased depth from that marked on the chart, which is laid down at seven feet. 
From the foregoing observations we strongly recommend that every exertion should be used, 
during the remainder of the season, in dredging this most desirable outlet. 

(signed) R. Sparrow. 

J. R. Crosbie. 

Richd. Allen, 



Mr. W. G. Romaine to Mr. John Richards. 

Si r> Admiralty, 1 July 1859. 

I have received and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
your letter of the 29th June, enclosing copy of a resolution of the Wexford 
Harbour Commissioners, relative to an inspection made by them of the Hantoon 
Channel in Wexford Harbour. 

I am, &c. 

John Richards, Esq., (signed) W. G. Romaine . 

Secretary to the Harbour Commissioners, 

Wexford. 



Mr. John Richards to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

My Lords, 

The 'Wexford Harbour Commissioners have directed me to forward you a 
copv of the Master Pilot’s report, of the 6th of January, of the present state of 
our bar and entrance into the Harbour of Wexford, and to beseech your Lord- 
ships, in their name, and in the names of the community of the important town 
and county of Wexford, to do something immediately to improve the entrance 
into our port, and to cause the operations designed by your Lordships to be 
renewed, and thus to give the shipping interests some prospect of relief m their 
present very uncertain and dangerous state. 
e I have, &c. 

(signed) John Richards, 

Ballast Office, Wexford, Secretary, W. H. C. 

25 January 1860. 



Pilot Master’s Report of 6 January 1860. 



•S' r > . t .i tsj £ Par has completely filled up with sand during 

I beg leave to inform you f d likewise the Hantoon Bar has 

the last gales, and lone i of estodil ,„?f rom the insiL buoy to the outside one; that the 
silted up very much with aa , = it ; s difficult to guide a vessel 

t Ta/heSeahtng over Hantoon Bar and N. E, Bar 

for the last fortnight. Your obedient servant, 

M. Devereux, M. Pilot 
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AJr. TV. G. Romaine to Mr. John Richards. 
gj rj Admiralty, 9 February 1860. 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo, enclosing a copy of a report 
from the master pilot, on the state of the channels leading into Wexford Har- 
bour, which was immediately referred to the Admiralty Commissioners, and 
forwarded by them to the resident engineer to report what steps could be taken 
to improve them. 

Owing to Mr. Farrell’s absence from Wexford, my Lords have been informed 
by the Commissioners, that his answer has only just been received, and I enclose 
the following extracts from it, which I have to request you will lay before the 
Harbour Commissioners : — 

“ With respect to the shoaling of the N. E. Bar, there are no works which 
could at all be brought within the scope of the funds at the disposal of the 
Admiralty Commissioners that could be recommended as a remedy, with any 
hope of success.” 

“ At this season it would be not only injudicious, but attended with very 
serious risk to plant, to attempt dredging Hantoon Channel, the deposit in which 
I had already reported.” 

And I am directed by my Lords to add, that they are advised by the Admiralty 
Commissioners that no further works can be carried out until the Harbour 
Embankment Company have paid the sums which for the last four years they 
have been indebted to the Admiralty', and which now amount to 4,000/. 

I am, &c. 

John Richards, Esq., (signed) W. G. Romaine. 

Secretary to the Harbour Commissioners, 

Wexford. 



Mr. John Richards to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 



lYiy JL.OIU o, 

The Wexford Harbour Commissioners have directed me to forward to your 
Lordships a copy of a resolution entered into at a special meeting of them body, 
held at the Ballast Office, to consider a communication lately received from your 



Lordships. 



Ballast Office, Wexford, 
22 February 1860. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) John Richards, 

Secretary, W. H. C. 



Resolution of 21 February. 

Resolved, — That our secretary be instructed to write to the Admiralty, setting forth, that 
in reply to their last communication, the Harbour Commissioners feel it their duty to call 
on the Admiralty to fulfil the obligation, which they had voluntarily undertaken, of im- 
proving our harbour, and to aid them in that duty a large sum of money was appropriated 
to them from the locality ; that the Admiralty, and not the Harbour Commissioners, possess 
the power of enforcing payment of such money , that the trade and commerce of the port 
is very much deteriorated by the low state of ‘the bar, and are in danger of being injured 
considerably more if the Admiralty delay carrying out their proposed improvements; and 
the Commissioners respectfully but earnestly call their attention to the subject. 

Q 

Mr. W. G. Romaine to Mr. John Richards. 

Sir, Admiralty, 19 March 1860. 

In reply to your letter of the 22d ultimo, I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you that the resolution of the 
Wexford Harbour Board has been referred to the Admiralty Commissioners for 

that 
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that harbour, who state that the Admiralty solicitor has been directed to proceed 
against the Wexford Harbour Embankment Company for the debt of 4,0001. 
now due. As soon as that money, or any sufficient part of it, shall be received, 
the dredging works at Wexford will be immediately recommenced. 

I am, &c. 

John Richards, Esq, (signed) W. G. Romaine. 

Secretary to the Harbour Commissioners, 

Wexford. 



Mr. John Richards to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

I mAv^been directed by the Wexford Harbour Commissioners to forward you 
a resolution of their body, in answer to or reply to the last communication from 
your Lordships of the 19th instant, and still to continue to press on you the 1 abso- 
L, necessity of taking some effectual steps towards clearing away the sand from 
the bar at Hantoon, by the immediate operation of the powers of the steam dredge. 



Ballast Office, Wexford, 
28 March 1860. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) John Richards, 

Secretary, W.H.C. 



COPY of a Minute of Harbour Commissioners of Tuesday, 27 March 1880, at 
Ballast Office, Wexford. 

Resell .Thai the letter jf^AdmWty efffie 
are informed that ^w procee g dtri wou ld be resumed, when part is received ; that 
Embankment Liompany, and tliatdr .* s ^ to be received; a nd that, as the Hantoon 
we are notmfoimed ^ thg trade there b y much inconvenienced 

Channel is now mu <* c1 ?? . f here be n ’ ot a certa inty that the money shall he received by the 
“t be procured^ by the Admiralty from some other source, that the dredgmg 
be resumed early. 



Mr. G. A. Hamilton to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

„. Treasury Chambers, 29 March 1860. 

With reference to your letter of the 17th June last relative to the improve- 

for the improvement of s * e har ^’| a , “^ ght ' be desirable that the Govern- 

of having a statement from S L regards the works of 

regard to the present portion of ffie hai bo , ia theil Lordships’ opinion, 
improvement and the available funds ; and wnetn , n o«ed bv which 

it would be practicable to make any such arra^ement P P ^ f ’^ orks ia 

the improvement “»» f “™ rd 

Ireland, in the event of the county reeuisite to complete the proposed 

with a sufficient guarantee upon the capital requisite race 

improvements. j am> & c . 

The Secretary to the Admiralty. (signed) G. A. Hamilton. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATING TO THE 



Report of Captain Vetch on Wexford Harbour, dated 30 April 1860. 
(Printed in Pari. Paper, No. 309, of Session 1861, page 10.) 



Mr. George Waller to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Courtown Harbour, Gorey, Ireland, 
Sir, 30 April 1860. 

I have just learned that the Admiralty engineers have given it as their 
opinion (with reference to Wexford Harbour) that the best means of preventing 
the formation of a bar of sand at the mouth of the river is by the construction 
of two piers at right angles to the land, and of equal length ; the spaces between 
the piers being cleared by the natural run of the river, or occasionally by a 
dredging-machine, when such run is small ; and as the harbour at Courtown and 
Arklow are sanded, in my opinion, from this principle being overlooked, 
I should be obliged if you would place my communication in their hands, with 
the view of my being correctly informed upon the subject. 

I have been a resident on the coast for many years, and am thoroughly 
acquainted with the cause of these sand formations, which I can satisfactorily 
explain on scientific grounds ; the general principle hitherto adopted being 
piers of unequal length, the southern (as in the case of Courtown and Arklow) 
projecting beyond the northern, and sand forming in the eddy which will ere 
long choke their mouths. I am deeply interested in this matter, as I have 
invested some money in fishing boats, and my boat has attended the “ Black- 
water” light-ship the last two years and a half. Hoping to hear at your earliest 
convenience, 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George Waller. 



Letter from Mr. W. G. Romaine to Mr. G. A. Hamilton, dated Admiralty, 
2 May 1S60. 

(Printed in Pari. Paper, No. 309, of Session 1861, page 9.) 



Mr. W. G. Romaine to Mr. George Waller. 

Sir, Admiralty, 8 May 1860. 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 30th April, with reference to works for the 
improvement of Wexford Harbour, which you allege have been approved of 
by their Lordships, and in which you appear to object to the construction of 
piers of equal length. In reply, I am directed to acquaint you that you have 
been misinformed as to their Lordships having sanctioned any works of the kind 
for the improvement of Wexford Harbour, there being no funds for carrying 
out any such works. 

I am, &c. 

George Waller, Esq., Gourtovvn, (signed) W. G. Romaine. 

Gorey, Ireland. 
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Mr. John Richards to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

My Lords, 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordships, by desire of the Wexford 
Harbour Comnissioners, a copv of a resolution unanimously entered into at a 
meeting held yesterday, convened for the purpose of again addressing you on 
the subject of the state of our bar, and the entrances into our harbour, vyhich, 
indeed, are very depressing and dispiriting to our mercantile body, and to the 
entire community of the town of Wexford, and the county in general. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) John Richards, Secretary, 

Ballast Office, Wexford, Wexford Harbour Commissioners. 

30 May 1860. 



Copy of a Resolution of the Harbour Commissioners. 

Resolved, That an application be made to the Lords of the Admiralty, requesting their 
immediate attention to the letters from the Secretary of this Board, dated the 22d of 
February, and the 28th of March last, urging the necessity of speedily dredging the Wexford 
Bars, whilst the season admits of the operation being carried on, and prevent the threat 
inconvenience and loss which the town sustains by the present bad state of the entrance to 
the harbour. 

29 May 1860 . J ' R ‘> Secretary. 



Mr. W. G. Romaine to Mr. John Richards. 



Si r Admiralty, 5 June 1860. 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of 30th of May last, enclosing a copy ot a Resolution 
of the Harbour Commissioners of Wexford, of 29th of the same month, urging 
the necessity of dredging operations being continued at the entrance to tlie 
harbour. 



In reply, I am directed to acquaint you that my Lords have referred your 
letter to the Admiralty Commissioners, who, it is understood, have transmitted 
it to their resident engineer for his opinion as to what can be done, with the small 
fund in hand, for the improvement of the entrance to the harbour, &c., and as 
soon as his report has been received, you will be further advised. I am at the 
same time, however, to state that no works of any extent can be earned out until 
the sum of 4,000 l now due by the Embankment Company to the Admiralty, 
has been received. 



My Lords direct me to take this opportunity of reminding you that : the 
Harbour Commissioners hare not certified, as required by the 59th Clause of the 
Act of 1852 (15 & 16 Viet. c. 151), as to the amount of tonnage rates for the 
year ending 31 March last, and as to the sum due to the Paymaster General s 
Department, and to be laid out by the Admiralty, in consequence of an excess 
over 60,000 tons. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) IV. G. Romaine. 



John Richards, Esq., 

Secretary to the Harbour Commissioners, 
Wexford. 
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Mr. W. G. Romaine to Mr. John Richards. 



Sir, Admiralty, 13 June 1860. 

With reference to your letter of the 30th of May last, and enclosed resolution, 
with reference to the state of the bar and entrances to "W exford Harbour, I 
am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you 
that tiie resident engineer to the Admiralty Commissioners having had the 
subject referred to him has stated in his report dated the 9th instant, as 
follows : — 



“ In reply to your requiring my opinion as to whether the dredging operations 
should be re-commenced, taking into consideration the sum now at the disposal 
of the Admiralty Commissioners, I beg to say that, with such limited funds, it 
would not be judicious that they should. The result that it would be possible to 
obtain, would fall far short of value for the expenditure, and could only be 
justified in an extreme case of obstruction, which happily does not exist at 
present.” 



• Their Lordships do not therefore feel justified in directing any proceedings 
to be taken until they have recovered some portion of their claims against the 
Embankment Company. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. G. Romaine. 

John Richards, Esq., 

Secretary to the Harbour Commissioners, 

Wexford. 



The Secretary to the Grand Jury of the County of Wexford to the 
Lords of the Admiralty. 

Wexford, 13 August 1860. 

The Secretary to the Grand Jury for Wexford County has the honour to 
forward the accompanying Resolutions of the Grand Jury at last assizes. 

(For the Resolutions accompanying this letter, see Pari. Paper, No. 309, of Session 
1861, p. 13.) 



Mr. Redmond , m.f., to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 



My Lord, The Deeps, 5 January 1861. 

Colonel Hatton having published in a local paper (a copy of which I send) a 
letter, stating that he was authorized by Captain Washington of the Admiralty, 
to state that the Admiralty Commissioners were not in favour of transferring the 
power of improving the Harbour of Wexford from the Admiralty to any special 
commission, I consider it my duty to bring the letter under your notice, as in 
the interview Mr. George and myself had last year on this subject with the 
junior Lord of the Admiralty, assisted by Captain Washington, and in the several 
conversations afterwards in the House, previous to the introduction of the Bill, 
I was led to understand that the Lords of the Admiralty approved of the 
principle of the measure, and I thought such approval had been communicated 
by their Lordships to the Treasury. May I therefore ask, whether their 
Lordships are still in favour of the change sanctioned last year by the Treasury 
and Irish Office ; or to know if I have misunderstood their Lordships’ former 
decision. 

I have, &c. 

Lord Clarence Paget, m.p., &c. &c. (signed) J. E. Redmond. 

Secretary, Admiralty 
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Wexford Harbour. 

To the Editor of the “ People.” 

81, Eaton Place, London. S. W., 

Sir, 26 December 1860. 

I have the honour to request you will give this letter space in your next publication. 

As a person interested in the welfare of Wexford, I am desirous that all matters relative 
to the Bill Mr. Redmond has given notice of for the forthcoming Session of Parliament “for 
the improvement of the Harbour of Wexford,” should be made known to, and be considered 
by the public. 

A few days ago, I had an interview with Captain Washington, r.n., the hydrographer to 
the Admiralty, and one of the Admiralty Commissioners for the management of 
harbours, &c. 

Captain Washington has authorised me to say that the Admiralty Commissioners are not 
in favour of any “special commission; ” on the contrary, they would prefer, and recommend 
a good local commission, composed of about 12 members, chosen in equal proportions from 
the present (or future) Harbour Commissioners, the merchants, and persons of property in 
or near the towns of Wexford and Enniscorthy, in order that the interests of all those 
concerned might be represented on it. 

He mentioned the Port of Belfast as an instance of what has been done by a good local 
commission. 

Captain Washington was anxious, I should state, that he considers it will not be wise to 
borrow, or think of expending so large an amount as 100,000 Z. on the harbour; that he feels 
sure no real good can be effected, unless it commences with the deepening of the Slaney from 
Enniscorthy, and that he has always looked upon any possible improvement in relation to 
both Enniscorthy and Wexford. 

I find that the money due by the Wexford Harbour Embankment Company to the 
Admiralty Commissioners amounts to 4,000 1., with interest. 

On taking leave of him, Captain Washington assured me that nothing would give him 
greater pleasure than to hear that measures had at last been adopted, that could reasonably 
be looked upon as likely to lead to the object we all have in view, viz. : to improve our 
harbour as far as it is capable of improvement. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) V L. Hatton. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Redmond, u. r. 

g| r Admiralty, 15 January 1SG1. 

I am’ commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, enclosing a copy of a letter 
published by Colonel Hatton in a Wexford newspaper, on the subject ot the Bill 
proposed to be introduced into Parliament next Session, for transferring the 
improvement of Wexford Harbour from the Admiralty Commissioners to > a 
special commission, and requesting to be informed whether Colonel Hatton s 
statement was correct. 

In reply, I am directed to acquaint you, that the conversation with Colonel 
I-latton, referred to in his letter, was private ; and did not express the opinion ot 
the Admiralty in one way or the other. That the Admiralty did assent to the 
principle of the Wexford Harbour Bill brought in by Mr. George and yourse 
last Session ; but that their Lordships decline expressing any opinion on the Bill 
of the present year, which they have not yet had an opportunity ot 
examining. j iave , &c . 

J. E. Redmond, Esq. m.p, (signed) C. Paget. 

The Deeps, Wexford. 
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